Consent is an area of both law and politics which is a topic of ongoing ethical debate as well as of weighty academic study. It is a difficult and contentious issue, one which Maclean attempts to tackle within this book. The issue of consent will always be a cause for concern, but especially The Introduction sets out the idea of healthcare practice needing to have patients at the centre of
tackle within this book. The issue of consent will always be a cause for concern, but especially within medical litigation. Maclean analyses the ethical basis for consent to medical treatment, providing an extensive consideration of the ethical issues as well as a detailed examination of current English law and how today's position was arrived at. The Introduction sets out the idea of healthcare practice needing to have patients at the centre of the service, with partnership required between professionals and patients. Maclean's aim is to construct a model of consent that reflects the value of autonomy, with the model able to expose the deficiencies in the legal regulation of consent and provide some suggestions as to how to remedy these. The Introduction also considers the Bristol Royal Infirmary's Inquiry and current Government proposals into consent under medical law and recommendations in care. There is a consistent balance of critique, descriptions and definitions so as to fulfil Maclean's aim of "exposing the flaws of the current legal regulation of consent and to suggest how the deficiencies might be addressed" (p260).
The first part of the book entitled 'An Ethical Model' examines the moral basis of consent and includes chapters 1 to 4.
Chapter 1, 'Autonomy' starts the discussion off by exploring the meaning and importance of autonomy through its nature, value and limits. This is then followed with an examination of the nature of the connection between consent and autonomy.
Chapter 2 examines other moral principles and approaches to consent, focussing on beneficence, justice and virtue, which may be relevant to how the law should regulate consent within medical treatment. Maclean also considers the relevance of these principles in their ability to help shape the extent of the duty of the healthcare professional to respect the patient's autonomy.
The healthcare professional-patient relationship is discussed in Chapter 3, setting the context for consent. Through examining the relationship itself, the rights and the obligations of the two parties can be seen. This chapter then discusses the obligations of both professional and patient. The book overall is detailed and coherent. Each chapter is well structured with individual introductions and conclusions summarising clearly and in a consolidating manner the matters being discussed. This is a substantial book owing to the complexity of the topic, but through its structure, and starting from the basics, Maclean is able to break down each important topic enabling the reader to build up knowledge as they progress. There is a lot of case law used
